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			The Tau’va

			Andy Smillie

			‘A warrior with no enemies can win no victories. Do you accept this as true, fire warrior?’

			‘Yes, aun,’ I reply with a nod. Keeping my eyes low, I follow the trail of the ethereal’s robe as he paces around me. 

			‘A fire warrior is an instrument of the Greater Good. He has no enemies but those who would stand against it.’

			‘A second truth, aun.’

			The ethereal stops and looks at me.

			‘Yet you, Kal’va, you sought enemies of your own. You acted to take the life from those who took from you.’

			‘With honour, I killed those who stood against the Greater Good,’ I protest.

			‘You killed for revenge,’ says the ethereal. ‘You, a valued instrument of the Greater Good, were almost lost for selfish cause.’

			I tense then, awaiting the cold stroke of the aun’s honour blade. It is no less than I deserve.

			‘Still,’ he says, ‘there is no shame in such an act while it aligns with the needs of the whole.’

			He pauses, as if considering.

			‘But what now, fire warrior? Your enemies are dead, and your victories are behind you.’

			I make to speak, but find my voice lacking.

			‘As has been the truth since the beginning, the Greater Good shall be your salvation,’ the ethereal continues. ‘It has many enemies, Kal’va. I would have you fight for it. Through its triumphs you may still find honour and victory. Even death cannot defeat you, so long as the Greater Good prevails.’

			‘The Greater Good lights all fires,’ I say. ‘Only with fire can a blade be tempered, the keenest blades to win the battle.’ I press my palms together and touch them to my head in respect. ‘What enemy would you have me face, aun?’

			‘Time, Kal’va. You must help us defeat time.’

			I let myself fall, dropping from the Kass’Kor to victory, and to death. 

			Above me, the Orca drop-ship recedes from view as its thrusters punch it back up into the stratosphere. Below, ashen clouds, thick with the debris of war, rush to envelop me. 
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